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Dr. A. G. ASGHAR, Ch. MOHD SHAFFI SANDHU—

Consolidation of Reclamation Operations.

Dr. A. G. Asghar :—The introduction of the paper gives the object
for taking up experiment on the subject. It was realized that although
actual reclamation of deteriorated lands in this province was started
zbout 10 vears ago vet the results achieved were not of the order as ex-
pected. The absence of complete data regarding the area reclaimed and
water-supply ussd was felt after partition. The water-supply being
rather limited at our disposal we could not afford to allow misuse of
reclamation supplies. It was =zlso realized that one and the same
area was being reclaimed vear after yexr. The position was discussed in
various meetings of the Land Reclamition Baard and on the proposal of
Chief Engineer, K. B. Sh: M. A. Hamid, an experiment was under-
taken in Lower Chenab Canal West Circle for the study of the following

points :—

(1) Thte water-supply being limited at our disposal the reclamation
operations should start from one and of a water channel and be pro-
gressively taken down towards the tail,

(2) Thereshould be not possibility of giving reclamation supply to
the same area, over and over again.

(3) As the entire reclamation supply aviilable on a channel will be
concentrated within small reicnes a corresponding reduction in the
expenditure would be effected.

(4) From the experience gained the time period for reclimation of
deteriorated land could be calculated for various channels.

The paper describes in detail the various stages of a reclamation
scheme on Khai Disty in Lower Chenab Canal West Circle. It gives under
separate headings, reclamation scheme, alteration forms, warabandi and
progress during three vears of experiment, 1948-49 to 1950-51, The results
obtained on this distributary have been compared with the progress on
the two other distributaries Saringwala and Akil, representing more or less,
similar percentage of thur but under different water-table conditions. A
reference to Table IX would show that the proposed method of consolida-
tion of reclamation areas is likely to give better results. There hive
heen some difficulties in water—supply during the first vear of experiment
which improved in the following years specially in the case of Khai
Distributary. Some impurtant conclusions have been drawn from this
study which are given on page 76.

I would like to make a few remarks on the limitations of the method
instead of going into details of the conclusions arrived at. The thur
percentage is the deciding figure of successful reclamation. If thur per-
centage exceeds 20% of C. C. A. of any reclamation outlet, the discharge
required for reclamation purposez may exceed the convenient figure






