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FOREWORD
By
Engr. Ch. Ghulam Hussain*

Eversince it occurred to the Man that his life could be comfortable and easier if
he started making improvements in his primitive lifestyle, he undertook to invent
tools and implements made of stone and subsequently of crude metals. With so
improvised tools and implements he started raising houses better than caves to
live in, took to turning soils for planting seeds for better edible crops and hunting
animals, birds or aquatic creatures for food. Such petty disturbances of the
development did not upset the exalted propensity of the equilibrium called the
natural phenomenon of the universe created by Almighty Allah. It went well for
myriads of years without in anyway affecting the health of the people. But in the
20th Century when the development took astronomical strides in all walks of life
the natural phenomenon of equilibrium lost its balance horribly.

Disturbance of the natural equilibrium by the developmental activities of human
beings started causing Global warming interalia other natural phenomenal
imbalances. By the end of present century Global warming could result in melting
away of the glaciers astoundingly generating unprecedented floods and raising
sea level by about 7 metres with devastating consequences which are not hard
to be conceived.

These efforts, to quote a few, enabled them, (i) construct canal systems and in its
wake brought menace of water-logging and related problems of health hazards
and drainage for reclaiming wetlands, (ii) introduce speedy transport for
transporting men and materials and brought in traffic hazards with exorbitant
mono-oxide gas emissions and (iii) generate emissions of high percentage of
hazardous carbon dioxides.

Foreseeing the hazards looming large for the very existence of the life on earth
the United Nations in its convention at Stockholm in 1972 urged upon the comity
of Nations to launch Environment Protection and conservation programmes in
their respective countries.

In Pakistan Environment Protection Ordinance was enacted in 1983 to start with
followed by National Conservation Strategy (NCS) in 1992. Its culmination came
in 1997 with enactment of Pakistan Environment Protection Act specifying
National Environment Quality Control Standards as a Bench Mark.

*Secretary, Palkisian Engineering Congress and Managing Pariner, National Develcpment Censultants
INDC).
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In 2001, the Government of Pakistan formulated the National Action plan to
arrest the ever increasing degradation of Environment due to man-made
unfriendly environment Projects. However, it is a pity that these objectives
remained un-addressed both at institutional and individual levels.

Pakistan Engineering Congress, in pursuit of one of its cardinal objective of
promoting Science and profession of Engineering, has taken upon itself to hold
World Environment Day every June where technical papers are invited and
presented. This year theme of the World Environment Day was proposed as
*your planet needs you-unite to combat climate change" and the event was held
on June 06, 2009 at the Mashhadi Hall of Pakistan Engineering Congress,
Lahore.

Following 14 technical papers were presented and discussed on the occasion
related to the topic:

1 Social and Economic Benefits of Weather, Climate and \Water Services.
By: Dr. Qamar-uz-Zaman Chaudhry.

5 Influence of Climate Change on Upper Indus River Flows.
By: Danial Hashmi and Muhammad Siddigue.

K Vehicular Emissions and their Impacts on Human Health in Karachi — A
Case Study.

By: Mohammad Ashig, Ambareen Kanwal and Said Rahman

4. Emission Inventory of Lahore Pakistan-2007.
By: B.M. Ghauri, A. N. Khan.

B Accountability of Chemical Industries Towards Sustainable Development
By. S.E. Benjamin

Environmental Issues Related to Water Resources Development and
Integrated Water Resource Management.
By: Dr. Muhammad Nawaz Bhutta.

!:j'.l

W E-Waste: An Impending Challenge
By: Muhammad Daniel Saeed Pirzada, Farkhanda Nahid Pirzada

8. Unsafe Drinking Water and Health Hazards
By: Sabir Ali Bhatti, Zia Mustafa
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Jhelum Link Canal inThal Desert Area — A Case Study.
By: Dr. Allah Bakhsh Sufi, Syed Javed Sultan and Atia Dastagir

Tr Menace of Water—l_oﬂini of Chashmaz



